
UFO 

VOLUME 2, No. 4 
JULY·AUGUST 1981 

REGISTERED BY AUSTRALIA POST- PUBLICATION No. SB01224 



This ma�azi ne is Published 

bi-monthlY and Presents the 

work of UFO researchers but 

is indePendent of anY UFO 

o r�ani zat ion. 

The material Presented here 

does not necessarilY reflect 

the views of this ma�azine. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 

AUSTRALIA 

FOREIGN 

$ 10. 00 

$ <Aust> 12 . 00 

<surface mai I> 

$ <Aust> 24 . 00 

<air mail> 

<Overseas subscribers Please 

remit bY Inter national MoneY 

0 rde r > 

SINGLE COPIES: 

$ <Aust > 2 . 00 

Editorial 

VOLUME 2 J ULY-AUGUST 198 1  NUMBER 4 

® COPYRIGHT 198 1  

ReProducti on of materi al from this "N ewsletter" 

is forbidden without the Prior aPProval of the 

Publisher excePt for UFO or�anizations who maY 

rePrint items Providin� credit i s  �iven. 

EDITOR - PUBLISHER: 

V I adimir Godic 

PO Box 229 

ProsPect, South Australia 5 082 

ASSISTANT EDITOR: 

PonY M Barenson 

CORRESPONDENTS: 

Australi a: Keith Basterfield 

J eff Bell 

France: 

Romania: 

CONTENTS 

Russe I I BoundY 

HollY Goriss 

Michael Hou�h 

Paul J ackson 

J ean Bastide 

Tiberius ToPer 

New South Wales <State Round-uP> 

NewscliPs 

3 

4 

6 
• 

Forum 

A. P. E. A.C. <David Reneke> 

The Australian UFO Photo File < David Reneke> 

Project U. R. D. <Archives for UFO Research - Sweden> 

"An�el 's Hair" <Keith Basterfield> 

Reference LibrarY 

7 

9 

10 

16 

22 

3 1  

Printed bY Van Gastel Printi n�, South Australia - Tel: C08 > 268 9695 



AUSTRALIAN CENTRE FOR UFO STUDIES 
PO BOX 546, GOSFORD NSW 2250 

UFO RESEARCH CFNQ) FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND 

PO BOX 1585, CAIRNS OLD 4870 

UFO RESEARCH (QLD) QUEENSLAND 
PO BOX 111, NORTH QUAY OLD 4000 

UFO RESEARCH <NSW) NEW SOUTH WALES 
PO BOX 6, LANE COVE NSW 2066 

UFO RESEARCH CCC) CENTRAL COAST 

81 GLENROCK PARADE, KOOLEWONG NSW 2256 

TASMANIAN UFO INVESTIGATION CENTRE CTUFOIC) 

PO BOX 99, NORTH HOBART, TASMANIA 7002 

UFO RESEARCH CSA) INc. SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

3 PARK LAKE DRIVE, WYNN VALE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5127 

UFO RESEARCH CWA) WESTERN AUSTRALIA� 
I 

84 ACTON AVENUE, RIVERVALE WA 6103 

2 



IN PRAISE OF RESEARCHERS 

Most people, whether tolerant or intolerant, have an interest in UFOs 

which may take the form of a dinner table debate or even an organized social 

outing to a flying saucer club. 

Although the average person has heard of UFOs few are aware of the 

established existence of UFO research. 

Organized research is the meticulous investigation and documentation of 

UFO events which are made available to other researchers and interested individuals. 

This interchange of information results in a solid education,making it consistently 

easier to recognize misperceptions of natural and man-made objects and events,which 

brings us ever closer to the phenomenon that as yet defies explanation and may 

quite possibly be "alien " in origin. 

Researchers require an abundance of patience for it must be recognised 

that a final complete solution may be decades, even life times, away. 

It is because of the long term accumulative contributions of devoted 

investigators that research has progressed to the point of scientific recognition 

and involvement. 

Because serious ufology is a commitment of time and effort it cannot be 

treated, by those who call themselves "researchers ," as a hobby which eventually 

takes second place to more exciting interests when the novelty of the chase wears off. 

Fortunately, there exists throughout the world a core of investigators 

whose curiosity has endured personal and communication difficulties and who have 

over the years contributed the wealth of their experience unselfishly to the subject. 

These people are the foundation of UFO research not the myriad hobbyists who come 

and so quickly go.l 
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MW south walcls C1 
UFO Research (NSW) is presently re-examining two little-studied old UFO reports . 

One, the 1 954 Goulburn radar-visual sighting, was voted at last years conference of 

Australian UFO investigators (UFOCON 5, Canberra) as potentially one of the top 2 0  

high-merit Australian reports . The other, the 1 9 6 5  Canberra airport/Mariner IV 

sighting, generated a lot of exaggerated publicity, but was nothing more than a mis­

perception of Venus . 

AUGUST 3 1, 1 9 54 : NAVAL P I LOT ENCOUNTERS TWO " SAUCERS . "  

At 9 . 3 0 p . m . Lt O'Farre ll was f ly ing a n aval s i ngle- s eater Sea Fury f i ghter o ver 
Go ulb urn . His air-speed was 220 knots , and t he alt itude 5000 met res . He was return­
ing to HMAS A lb at ro s s  ( Nowra Naval A i r  Stat ion )  f rom C anbe rra . He s uddenly spotted a 
b r ight light with " a  vague s hape un derneat h" approach t he le ft wing- t ip ;  anothe r  
appro ached t he right wing- t ip . The " s aucer-s haped " lights flas hed p as t  t he plane 
" spinn ing at fantas t i c  speed . "  

The Sea F ury ' s  radar allegedly p i cked up the lights . O ' F arrell nervous ly called 
Nowra tower . Much to his relie f, the tower also picked up the b lips , one on e i t he r  
s ide o f  t he plane . " I  could have k i s s e d  t ho s e  radar guys , " O ' Fa rrell lat er recalle d .  
The tower con f i rmed t here wer e  n o  other planes i n  t he area, except fo r a TAA Conva i r . 

The s ig hting was clas s i f ied " se cret, " an d pas s ed from N aval Intelligence to RAAF 
Int e lligence . However ,  t he tale was leaked to t he pre s s  by s enior naval o f fice rs 
during a vis it by Navy Mini s t e r  Fran cis to Nowra 3 months late r  ( on Decemb er 1 5 ) . When 
p res s e d  by j o urn ali s ts , Fran cis admi tted he knew nothi ng o f  t he event . H e  o rdered an 
urgent enquiry . Next day, he released a pre s s  s tatement con f i rming t he s i ghting . 
( So ur ce s : Sydn ey Mo rn ing H e r ald, ( Me lbourne ) A rgus & Hobart Mercury - 1 6/ 1 7-12-54 ) .  

In 1 9 7 3 ,  Or Allen Hynek called on t he chi e f  o f  RAAF Intelligence in C anbe rra . 
Hynek was taken as ide by the chie f ' s  " aide o r  li e ut enant " ( O ' Farrell? ) and told t he s ame 
story . ( Se e  Hyne k  & Valle e ,  T he E dge o f  Reality , 1 9 7 5 ,  pages 58- 5 9 ) . 

JULY 1 5, 1 9 6 5 : THE CANBERRA A I RPORT/MARINER IV NON-EVENT 

On J uly 1 5 ,  t he AP w i re s e rvice carried a s tartling report t hat has be en s ubs equently 
e laborated upon i n  s everal UFO books . A glowing ob j ect was s potted hovering in daylight 
for 40 minutes over C anberra a i rport . C ivil and RAAF t ra f f i c  controllers and other 
o f ficials s ai d  t hey we�e b a f f led . The obj ect zoome d o ut o f  s i ght when an RAAF plane 
took o f f  to ident i fy i t . Experts wondered whet her it was co incident al that soon a fter,  
t he n e arby T idb inb i lla track i ng s tat ion found i t  di f fi cult to lock onto s ignals from 
Marine r IV ( t hen o rb i t ing Mars ) . 

John Keel, writ ing in S aga magaz ine, takes the s t ory a dramat i c  s tep furt her . He 
writes : " . . .  something went wrong! The s ignals from the . . .  s atelli te were be ing j ammed! 
The t e chni ci an s  at T idb inb i lla, s ea le d  in the i r  mammoth control room, f rant i cally j abbe d  
a t  switches ( an d  made )  a d e s perate che ck o f  all the i r  equipment . . . A few miles away at 
C anberra a i rport . . .  a glowing met alli c ob j e ct . . .  was hovering . . .  overhead . . .  Once it 
was gon e ,  t he s ignals f rom Mariner I V  began to pour into the tracking s tat i on . " 

On clo s e  inspe ct i on ,  howeve r,  the story f alls apart . The ob j e ct was s een from 
1 0 . 50 a . m .  to 1 1 . 1 5 or 1 1 . 30 ( accounts va ry ) . T idb inbilla lo ck e d  onto Mariner I V, as 
it emerged f rom behind Mars , about 1 1 . 3 5  a . m .  Thus , contrary to Keel ' s  account ,  the 

4 



N EW SOUTH WALES 

Tidbinbilla Control Room 

IN OUR NEXT ISSUE: 

two events were not e xact ly co inc ident - although 
Mariner was inde e d  s l i ght ly l at e  in emerging ( an d  
the initial fi x w a s  o n ly part i a l )  - b u t  an imper­
fect unders tanding of the e f fect o f  the Mars 
gravity on Ma riner's o rb i t  is the mos t  likely 
caus e of the t roub l e . 

Mos t  ac counts also overlook a s tatement made 
at th e t ime by Or Wes ter l un d  of Mt St romlo Obs erv­
ato ry . He s aid that the l i gh t  hovered in the north­
eastern s ky at the e xact pos ition o f  Venus . I t  
s e ems th at quite a few e xpe rts were unaware that 
Venus is s omet imes dis t inct ly vis ib le in bro ad 
day l igh t . l  

"Visions or Visitors? " - excerPts from an upcomin� book by Willi am H. Spauldi ng. 

( A  dis cus s ion o f  UFO photograph i c  hoaxing t e chniques and how they may be recognised)  

Th is is the f i r s t  of two art i c l es on UFO photographs . The s econd to be pub l ished i n  
Vo l . 2  No . 6  wil l  b e : 

Usa�e of ComPuter Photo�raPhic Evaluation Techniques 

As APPlied to PurPorted UFO Photo�raPhs 

By William H .  Spau lding & Fred Adri an 

( Wi l l i am H .  Spa u l ding is th e D i re cto r o f  G round S auce r  W at ch in Phoen i x ,  Arizona - an 
organ izat ion spec i a l i z ing in compute r  eva l uation of UFO photographs . Mr Spaul di ng 
advi s ed us a ft e r reading " UFO . . .  Cont act from th e P l e i ades Vo lume l "  ( UFORAN Vol . 2 No . l ) 
that : " GS W  ana ly s e d  tho s e  photos an d f ound them to be complete ho axe s , the re are s tr ings 
above the ' mo de l s . '  GSW has a 90 page repo rt on the s e  pictures avai l ab le fo r $12. 0 0  
(po s t  p ai d )  . " 

ALSO IN OUR NEXT ISSUE: 

The Australian UFO Photo File <Part 2- KemPseY> 

By David Reneke 

Close Encounters of the Fourth Kind: An AnalYsis 

By John Prytz 
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Pilot will return, 
psychic predicts 
Frederick Valentich, the Victorian pilot who disappeared over 

Bas� Strait in 1978, will return in 1982, a visiting psychic 
predacts. 

Mr. Colin Amerv. a 
New Zealander. said

. 
yes­

terd ay Valentich was 
··alive and well, working 
happily with aliens in an­
other dimension, a fourth 
dimension.'' 

A lawyer before he 
"dropped out in 1968 
after an enlightening ex­
perience." Mr. Amery 
said he had acted as a 
medium for the Val­
entich family in the dif­
ficult early days after the 
pilot's d isappearance. 
and he was convinced 
Valentich would return 
next year. 

He believed Valentich 
was working in an "un­
derwater space city" 
somewhere between Tas­
mania and NZ's South 
Island in the Tasman 
Sea. 

Mr. Amery also has 
written a book about the 
d is a p p ea r a n c e .  UFO 
Co�.;emp. and two others 
dealing with alien be­
mg::;. UFOs and thr oc­

cult. Nczc Atlalltis and 
Journey in Search (or 
Lemuria. 

· 

Vaknt1ch s reappl'<H­
ance is one of a number 
of predictions he makes 
for 1982. a "year of up­
he;n·at. of incredib!r 
economic. political and 
geographieal chaos · 

He says there are t \\'O 
reasons fur the turmo1L 

"Next year is the year 
of the J up i t e r effect. 
when J upiter and Saturn 
Wlll align. and this will 
bring many problems in 
the world ... he said. 

Colin Amery 
··rt is also, I believe, the 

beginning of the Aqua­
rian Age, replacing the 
Age of Pisces. and the old 
order will be revolted 
against and replaced by 
the new. 

"B ut the re sulting 
worla will be a better 
world. a more caring and 
sharing- place. · 

Some of h1s other pre­
dictions for next year 
are: 

• London and other 
part::; of southern Britain 
will di::;appcar into t he 

sea . 

• Widespread political 
and gcographJC':!I ('haos 
in Europe 

• Earthquakes and 
tidal mo\·emcnts in the 
eastern States of Au::;tra­
lla. 

• S o m e Irrefutable 
proof that UF Os do exist 
and there are civilisa­
tions on other planets . 

"THE ADVERTISER" 
(Adelaide Newspaper) 

July 1 ,  1 981 . 

But Adelaide will be 
quite safe. 

"I think Adelaide must 

have been the centre of 
s o m e  s p ace c ulture 
thousands of ye�rs ag-o. 

because I have had good 
vibrations while I have 
been here," Mr. Amery 
said. 

He said one of the 
reasons AdeJ.aide was so 
stable was because it was 
a space station before 
man arrived on earth. 

He is taking an expedi­
tion to a place about 7 5 
kilom etr e s  n o r t h o f  
Maralinga looking for 
" A u s t ra l i a s 
Stonehenge,·· an under­
ground space city built 
below a sacred Aborigin­
al burial ground. 

He said that unfort u­
nately the search area 
was a Commonwealth 
Government prohibited 
area. and permission for 
entry had been granted 
for only seven days. 

Mr. Amen· also wants 
to tra\'el "to Arnhem 
Land to study what he 
says is a former space 
city known as "!'vioon 
City .. 

He w11l gwe details of 
h1s expedition at the 
Australian Internat-ional 
Flvin(Y Saucer Research 
Society monthly meeting­
at thr Better Hearing As­
sociation. F rankl i n  
Street. city. a t  8 p.m on 
Friday. 

On Oct ober 21, 1 9 78,  
Frede r i ck Valentich dis appeared 
wh i l s t  f lying t o  King I s l and 
north-wes t  of T asmani a  in Bass 
Strait . 

Despite a wide s e a rch of 
the area Va lent i ch and h is plane 
were never foun d .  

The ories h ave ab ounded about 
th is s e emingly mys teri ous dis­
appearan ce but none h ave proved 
anyth ing c onclus i ve . 

Mr C ol in Ame ry is one of 
many who favour an " al ien 
kidn apping . "  

I t  w as report ed in " The 
Sun "  on Apr i l  23, 1979, th at Mr 
Arnery h ad contacted Frederick 
Val entich in a s eance . It was 
c l a imed th at the miss ing p i l ot 
s aid he n ow l ive d as a l i ght 
body in an oth e r  dimens ion with 
peopl e from the Great B e a r  C on­
s te l l at i on .  

"The Sydney Morn ing Herald, " 
however, rep orted on May 3 0 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  
( only o n e  month l at e r )  M r  Amery ' s  

new theory th at Frede r ick Val en­
t ich was kidn apped by UFOnauts 
and is l i ving in an underwat er 
c i vi l i z at ion . 

News p aper report s of Mr 
Arnery 's ch anging predicti ons 
a lways re fer t o  h i s  books , wh i ch , 
it mus t  be n oted, are rece iving 
e xcel l ent pub l i c ity . l  

We hope Mr Amery will not 
be in London when it 'sinks' 
next year for we would like an 
explanation should Frederick 
Valentich not be released from 
his underwater captivity. - Ed. 
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ON PICKLED ALIENS AND STRANGE HYPOTHESES 

By Mark Moravec 

I would like to comment on two items included in past issues of UFO Research Australia 
Newsletter. 

Firstly, in "The Changing Face of Ufology" (UFORAN, Vol. 2 No. 2), David Reneke brings 
up the topics of (1) recent advances in instrumented UFO research; and (2) claims of 
alleged "crashed UFOs'' and the recovery of their dead "humanoid occupants. " Whilst I 
agree with the author that significant advances have been made in instrumented research 
(e. g. computer-enhanced analyses of UFO photographs), it should also be stated that such 
techniques have not been developed to perfection. lt is still a matter of some controversy 
whether or not Ground Saucer Watch's techniques can accurately determine such factors as 
the distance of the object photographed. We may not yet have the "perfect" UFO analysis 
techniques, but that doesn't mean we should stop trying to develop them! 

On the topic of "crashed saucers," it is true that American researcher Leonard String­
field has gathered some 20 plus accounts of such alleged events. However, there is absolu­
tely no evidence that any of these rumours are true. None of Stringfield's informants have 
been named; the various accounts are inconsistent with each other (despite Stringfield's 
attempts to relate at least some of them to the same "incident"); and no supportive physical 
evidence has surfaced. 

As I stated in my review of Stringfield's book "Situation Red: The UFO Siege" (see 
UFORAN, Vol. 1 No.2): "The questionable part of Stringfield's work is his presentation of 
unconfirmed (and probably unconfirmable) rumours of shot-down and crashed UFOs, with the 
bodies of entities having been allegedly recovered and secretly refrigerated at an air 
force base. The circulation of sensational unconfirmed rumours has never contributed any­
th ing positive to UFO research and its respectability as an area of scientific investi­
gation. I feel Stringfield is too willing to believe in the stories of crashed UFOs. " 

As for those seemingly mysterious photographs of alleged UFO occupant cadavers in 
USAF custody, Stringfield has admitted in a recent issue of the MUFON UFO Journal (No. 154, 
Dec. 1980) that at least one of the photos has previously appeared in issues of both 
"Official UFO" and "Ancient Astronauts, " the American magazines notorious for publishing 
hoax stories in the guise of fact. However, Stringfield also makes the incredible claim 
that these face photographs are part of a conspiracy, by person or persons unknown, directed 
tow a r d s u n de rm i n i n g t he c red i b i l i t y of h i s "c rash e d U F 0" s to r i e s . Bet t e r to be l i eve the re 
is a sinister conspiracy against oneself than to acknowledge one has been duped by hoaxers! 

lt is time to forget the dubious stories of "pickled aliens, " and instead to concen­
trate our energies on investigating the more promising, sol id, contemporary UFO reports. 

The second item worthy of comment is John P rytz' s art i c 1 e ''An Approach to the UFO Maze: 
Philosophy Based on Clarke's 3rd Law" (UFORAN Vo1. 2 No. 1). The author, in his attempt to 
find the explanation which best fits the UFO data, proposes that a high strangeness pheno­
menon (UFOs) requires a high strangeness explanation. However, this approach suffers from 
two major deficiencies: (1) The resultant "high strangeness" UFO hypothesis becomes a 
catch-al 1 which can "explain" anything the author wishes it to explain, be it UFOs or any 
imaginable anomaly. There is no way to disprove the hypothesis, i. e. the hypothesis is 
scientifically untestable and ends up not explaining anything. (2) There are counter­
examples which suggest that high-strangeness UFO cases may have low-strangeness explanations. 
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FOR U M  

For example Keith Basterfield's image hypothesis attempts to explain CE3 and other high 
strangeness cases as being examples of unconsciously-generated hallucinations during 
states of near-sleep or tiredness. Surveys and experiments conducted by psychologists 
have shown that such imagery is experienced by a proportion of normal, healthy people. 

As for picking out hypotheses of 11best fit,11 no matter what system one uses, it merely 
reflects one's own biased beliefs. Thus the author found that the extraterrestrial and 
parallel universe hypotheses were the best possible explanations for UFOs. If I were to 
plug in my own values, I could quite easily come up with equally impressive, but completely 
different results, e.g. psychological/sociological phenomena or psychic/religious phenomena. 
In fact, rather than aiming for one main high strangeness hypothesis ( reflecting the author's 
assumption that UFO reports represent a single, largely homogenous phenomenon) , a number of 
simpler but different hypotheses could explain the totality of UFO phenomena. 

In closing, I would 1 ike to commend David Reneke and John Prytz for their contribut­
ions to the UFO debate. If my comments prove anything, it is that this debate is still 
going strong. We are stil 1 far away from any consensus as to what the UFO phenomena 
actually represent. What we have achieved in recent years ( and it is a very significant 
and positive achievement) is a level of critical investigation where we can at least depend 
on the UFO sighting data we now gather. We can, at last, have an informed debate on the 
nature and origin of UFOs.l 
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DOCUMENTS AND TECHNICAL PAPERS AVAILABLE FROM GROUND SAUCER WATCH, INc. U.S.A. 

(PART 1) 

MANY OF THESE OOCLMENTS ARE THE RESLL T OF LEGAL ACTION AND THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

(ACTION) AGAINST THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AND MILITARY ACENCIES. THE TITLES OF SOME OF THESE 

DDCLMENTS MAY BE FAMILIAR, ALTHOUGH THEIR AVAILABILITY HAS BEEN ALMOST NON-EXISTENT TO THE 

PLBLIC AND MEDIA. WE CONSIDER THESE DOCLMENTS IMPORTANT TO ANY()\IE WISHING TO �DERSTAND 
THE HISTORY OF THE UFO PHENOMENON. THE PRICE STRUCTURE IS BOTH ON AN INDIVIDUAL BASIS OR 

A SPECIAL GROUP RATE. 

A1 U.S. AIR FORCE TEXTBOOK ... Two CHAPTERS FROM THE AIR FORCE TEXTBOOK TAUGHT AT 

THE AIR FORCE ACADEMY, DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS. THE TEXT OFFERS A STARTLING REVERSAL 

OF THE AIR FORCE'S POSITION ON THE UFO PHENOMENON. 21 PAGES $ US 5.00 

A2 IR,AJ'.jiAN UFO DOCUMENT ... U.S. GOVERNMENT DOCUMENT HIGHLIGHTING THE INCIDENT OF TWO 

F-4 JETS AND UFO OVER !RAN IN 1976. STRONG UFO EVIDENCE. 3 PAGES $ US 0,50 

A3 MQBQCCAN UFO REPORTS ... UFO REPORTS OVER MOROCCO IN 1976, CONFIDENTTAL INTELLI­
GENCE TELETYPE FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 7 PAGES $US 1.00 

A4 SAFOI UFO INSTRUCTION 1975 ... U.S. AIR FORCE DOCUMENT REVEALING TRUE MILITARY 

POSITION ON UFO REPORTS DURING 1975 OVER STRATEGIC MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. SHADES 
OF THE COVER-UP REVEALED. 2 PAGES $ US 0,50 

A5 CIA 1952 OQCUMENT ON FLYING SAUCERS . • •  MEMORANDLM FROM DIRECTOR SMITH DISCUSSING 

IMPLICATIONS OF THE UFO PHENOMENON AS A PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE WEAPON. VERY 
INTERESTING MEMOS REFLECTING EXTREME CIA INTEREST IN THE UFO AND THEIR DESIRE TO 
REMAIN LOW KEY TO THE PLBLIC AND MEDIA. 2 PAGES $ US 0.50 

A6 CINC-NOBAD DOCUMENT 1975 UFO ACTIVITY . . •  SAC BASE UFO OVERFLIGHT REPORTED BY 

PILOTS, MISSILE SITE PERSONNEL AND SECURITY ALERT TEAMS. EXTREMELY INTERESTING 

DOCUMENT REVEALING MILITARY CONCERN OF THE 'OBJECTS' AND THE PROBLEMS OF QUERIES 
BY THE MEDIA. 2 PAGES $ US 0,50 

A7 CONFIDENTIAL TUNISIAN UFO REPORTS- AUGUST 1976 ... DocuMENT REVEALS INTERESTING 

AND �USUAL UFO REPORTS OVER TUNISIA. 80Tt-i VISUAL AND RADAR REPORTS. 2 PAGES 

$ us 0.50 

�� IF ALL SEVEN ITEMS ARE ORDERED AT ONE TIME THE PRICE IS $ US 7.00 

ALL FOREIGN ORDERS MUST INCLUDE A I RMA I L OR SURF ACE POST AGE <U. S. MONIES ONLY) 

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR ORDER TO: GRO�D SAUCER WATCH, 

13238 N.7TH DRIVE, 
PHOENIX, 
ARIZONA. 85029 

U.S.A. 



APEAC 

AUSTRAL I AN PHOTOGRAPH I C  EV IDENCE AN ALYS I S  CEN TRE 

A RESEARCH PROJECT OF THE AUSTRALIAN CENTRE FOR UFO STUDIES 

On January 1, 1980, the Australian Photographic Evidence Analysis Centre was formed. 
Its primary function is to serve as a centre where all pictorial material relating to 
Unidentified Flying Objects can be collated and analysed competently, in an unbiased 
and scientific manner. 

The Centre wil 1 concentrate on all known available Australian material. lt will 
arrange for a preliminary inspection to be carried out by the Australian Centre for 
UFO Studies consultants, versed in photographic analysis techniques, then, if warranted, 
it wil 1 forward the 'hard residue' material (that which survives crucial first stage 
inspection) on to overseas centres (i.e. Ground Saucer Watch Inc.) where computerised 
enhancement facilities will be utilised to formulate a decision on the validity of the 
material and assess its worth to the scientific study of the UFO phenomenon. 

Should non-Austral ian photographic data come to its attention, the centre will 
stil 1 arrange the abovementioned analyses but only on a secondary level. The primary 
aim is to analyse Australian material and preference will be given in this area at all 
times. 

A preliminary listing of known Australian cases where photographs were produced 
has been campi led and distributed by Keith Basterfield of UFO Research SA Inc. lt is 
this listing that the initial search will refer to, adding to it as more previously 
unknown material comes to 1 ight. There wil 1 be no costs incurred by any person or group 
submitting data to the APEAC - it will be entirely self sufficient, and self governing, 
and copies of al 1 analytical material produced will be included in the return of sub­
mitted photographs/slides/films. 

Three consultants have been enlisted to adjudicate on the value of submitted data: 
They are Mr Frank Gillespie (scientific advisor ACUFOS) Dr Geoff Stevens (scientific 
advisor ACUFOS) and Dr Don-Herbison Evans (scientific advisor ACUFOS). lt is felt that 
such a competent and experienced assembly of scientists acting on behalf of the APEAC 
wil 1 be able to evaluate accurately any and all data made available to it, now and in 
the future. 

lt is envisioned that, eventually, all of the photographic evidence on UFOs known 
to exist in this country wil 1 be compiled into a singular filing system, for later 
reference and study. lt is hoped to have copies of original material with the APEAC 
but reproductions wil 1 suffice for record purposes. Where none of these can be located, 
a facsimile (i. e. newspaper clipping) wil 1 suffice. 

Your help in this study is requested. Should you have in your possession any 
information pertinent to the APEAC would you kindly write to, or contact direct: 

David Reneke 
26 Deccan Way 
Bidwill NSW 2770 

(Phone: 628 6633) 

Several interesting photographic cases are presently under study and, after evaluation, 
full details will be distributed to al 1 ACUFOS affiliated groups.l 
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THE AUSTRALIAN UFO PH OTO FILE 
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In this instance, the photographer was quite unused to amateur film making and was 
even less impressed with the object he was looking at. Had he believed that the object 
in the sky that night represented something more than a simple, mundane astronomical 
effect, he may have taken a 1 ittle more care in shooting and would almost certainly have 
taken much more film than he did. Had this been the case then the unfortunate fate of 
the remaining 10 frames of the filmed sequence may have been different, as will be ex­
plained later in this article. 

The 50 frame segment was passed onto a New Zealand researcher, Capt. Bruce Cathie, 
former pilot with the Royal New Zealand Air Force and author of many books on the UFO 
phenomenon, for his comments in June 1969. 

Cathie confirmed the earlier evaluation and suggested microscopic examination, in 
detail, should be carried out in order to extract the maximum amount of data. Cathie 
deleted 40 of the frames and kept 10, those promising the mos t scientific information. 

Blow-up of frame 9, 

searchlight moving to left. 

Blow-up of frame 1 0, 

searchlight on left. 

These 10 frames intact were despatched overseas to the ICUFON, a UFO research 
analytical network in the U. S.A. for a more thorough scrutiny using modern enhancement 
techniques; this proved to be a mistake in one way as the film segment suffered irrepair­
able damage through incompetent handling by the persons to whom it was entrusted by the 
ICUFON. 

On the other hand, it did provide much quantative data as the analysis was dis­
covered and frame blow-ups were made in time to allow scientists in the group to form 
some definite conclusions. 

In tracing the sequence of events it was found that the film strip was given to a 
micro-photographer in New York City by the Director of ICUFON, Maj. (Ret.) Colman Van 
Keviczky, who came highly recommended by Karl Zeiss Inc. Instructions were given to 
magnify each frame in 3 different sizes as requested by ICUFON and the results were 
promised within 2 weeks. 

However, things started to go wrong; a series of claims and denials concerning the 
film strip's whereabouts resulted causing many months delay, al 1 enquiries about the 
film fal 1 ing on deaf ears. lt seemed that the priceless piece of film had been lost for 
all time. 

A court case ensued over this with ICUFON ' s  director in October, 1969, and it was 

12 



THE AUSTRALIAN UFO PH OTO FILE 

IOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIO 

An extreme enlargement - the lighted circle represents the 

entire object with what appear to be "portholes" at the back. 

The supposed "window" can be seen at the front with the out­

line of a "figure" in the lower right hand corner. 

(Please note:- image reversed during processing) . 

revealed that the film 
strip had been damaged 
11accidentall y11 during 
processing. ICUFON1s 
legal claim for com­
pensation was dismiss­
ed by the judge 3 days 
after the hearing but 
the filmstrip was 
eventually returned, 
in totally worthless 
condition having 
sustained massive 
damage along it1s 
entire length. 

lt seemed as 
though somebody didn1t 
want its secret made 
known, that is, the 
true nature of the 
images on the film. 

During the 4 
months dealing with 
the analyst he con­
tinually claimed that 
he was the only one 
who could do a com­
petent job and boasted 
of his 11expe rt i se11 in 
the field of photo­
graphic analysis. 

As it turned out, the man is merely a eo- worker with NASA and his house and property 
remain under Government protection. 

lt was thought that the matter would rest here, but more was yet to come. On December 
19, 1969, the completed analysis, as yet not disclosed to the ICUFON, was delivered to one 
of the largest National U. S. magazines upon request by the editor. 

ICUFON, not having received the original manuscript, mailed a request for its return 
on January 16, 1970. On January 17 they were officially told that no such analysis was 
received by the editorial office and a check could not locate any written evidence con­
firming ICUFON 1s initial delivery of material in the first place. 

However, on January 18, 1970, written evidence was produced 11promising del ivery11 
from the analyst and on January 22, FIVE DAYS later, the whole document was 11mysteriously11 
found on the editor1s desk! 

The magazine claimed it had been 11misplaced11 by the editor! 
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RESULTS OF FRAME ANALYS IS 

Microscopic enlargement of the object reveals an apparently circular craft, free 
from protrusions of any sort. The craft is facing the camera with an illuminated com­
partment window and from within comes a bluish light; this effect is quite striking 
when still enlargements are viewed and attests to the initial statement by the witnesses 
that it gave off such a colour to the eye. 

There is no movement of the object itself throughout the 10 frame sequence which 
again confirms Mr M's assumption that it was hovering. 

Maximum enlargement of "window" 

The craft seems to be self-luminescent, in the same striking blue hue but more in­
tense than that coming from the window area. On the right side of the craft there appears 
to be another compartment, similar to the one in the front containing the window. 

The rear section of the craft displays what appears to be a series of portholes 
running around the entire circumference, they seem to be equi-distant in spacing and 
illustrate quite successfully the common testimony from many witnesses that porthole type 
openings were visible built into the rim. 

In frame number 8 a light beam can easily be seen coming from behind the front com­
partment window. lt is directed straight downward in this frame, but in frame number 9 
the beam is seen changing its position to the left. 
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lt is fortunate that, during the filmed sequence, this light beam was in motion. 
lt appears to be intelligently controlled and looks like some form of strong torch or 
searchlight scanning the night sky and its surroundings. 

There is a great deal of difference in the position of the beam in frame number 10, 
it appears that it either gained in intensity or was reflecting off the outer metal lie 
body of the craft. A comparison of frames 9 and 10 will quickly serve to show the rapid 
motion of the beam. 

lt is also interesting to note that no light beam is visible in frames 1 - 7. 
Curiously, on these frames the colour of the beam is bluish green, whilst on pictures 8, 
9 ,  and 10 it is more of a red/orange tinge. 

There appears to be some missing details in the frames concerning the left hand side 
of the filmed object. 

lt would appear that, due to the estimated distance of 1 mile, the amount of il lu­
mination was insufficient to show up on the film. 

As the abovementioned data was being accumulated, researchers noticed something 
that would place this particular piece of film way above the thousands that have been 
taken. Close examination of the lighted front compartment window reveals a vague shadow, 
in human form, apparently standing looking out! 

Intense interest centered around this feature of the frame and another scan was com­
issioned. 1, 000 times magnification of the window clearly and unmistakably reveals a 
back lighted silhouette; it was found that the entire 10 frame sequence had this feature. 

This was made visible by the changes in density of the figure throughout the 
sequence. 

So there we have it, an incidental movie-maker without professional knowledge and 
equipment has probably produced one of the most genuine photograph sequences on record. 
lt is definitely considered to be one of the strongest cases in the history of the study 
of the UFO phenomenon and has, for the first time given us the most bona-fide view of one 
of the occupants of these craft. l 

IOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOIOI 

Another possible PhYsical trace case has been reported 

from the Rosedale, Victoria <UFORAN Vol.2 No.1> area. 

Three Perfect 10cm wide circles, aPProximatelY 3m in 

diameter, were found formin� a trian�le of Sm diameter 

<overlaPPin�> on the Tinamba ProPertY of Mr HenrY GallatiY. The trace is 200m from the 

Gal latiY homestead on level �round. 

Bil 1 Chalker of UFO Research <NSW> interviewed Mr Gal latiY bY telePhone recentlY and 

found tnat Kim GallatiY <son), and his �irlfriend had seen a red/white flashin� li�ht in 

the skY some two weeks before the traces were found. 

A white, chalkY substance was rePortedlY found in the soil of the three circles. 

Photo�raPhs of the rin�s are be in� forwarded to Bill Cha I ker.l 
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A SWEDISH SYSTEM 

AIMED AT COMPUTERIZATION OF UFO DATA 

The computerization of UFO data is held in high esteem nowadays within the international 

UFO research community . Dozens of data systems at different levels of refinement have 

been (or are being) designed by researchers around the globe . The Swedish Project U . R . D . 

(Project UFO Report and Data) is one of the most ambitious attempts, and has a definite 

international outlook . One of projects goals is to become a world-wide center for UFO 

report computerization . 

The co-operation of other countries is sought by this Stockholm based group of computer 

research specialists who are employed by organizations such as IBM, the National Academy 

of Engineering Science and the Stockholm University . 

Project U.R. D. is a Project and not an or�anization. The Project can unite the 

efforts made bY various UFO study �rouPs al I over the world if investi�ation and docu­

mentation methods are standardized sufficientlY to Provide a sound basis for scientific 

analYsis. 

The Project has been desi�ned in co-oPeration with Swedish UFO studY �rouPs and 

scientists from manY disciPiins. Ten Professional scientists desi�ned the U.R.D. rePort 

form. 

Project U.R.D. was develoPed in 1972 and the work leadin� UP to the Present U.R.D. 

concePt was finished in 1973 . Since then methods have been revised to some extent. It 

is worth notin� that the concePt Preceedin� the one Presented here was one of much 

�reater comPlexitY. Due to the "human error factors, " and some Practical aspects, it 

was necessarY to reduce the comPlexitY of the Project. However, when instrumental 

re�istrations of �reat accuracY are achieved it wil I be relativelY simPle to return to 

the ori�inal concePt. 

ANALYSIS OF PRESENT CONDITION 

Durin� the initial analYsis of requirements al I factors relatin� to the UFO Problem 

were screened. The most fundamental ones are: 

1. The occurence of UFOs cannot be Predetermined or control led. 

2. Information co 11 ection is hi�h I Y vu lnerab I e to the "human error" factor. 

3 .  Few cases are accomPanied bY instrumental re�istrations. 

16 



PROJECT U.R.D. 

4 .  The PSYcholo�ical climate has not been Positive. This has caused the number of 

rePorted events to be onlY a fraction of those actual IY occurrin�. 

5 .  Investi�ators often lack technical/scientific trainin�. TheY have, therefore, 

not been able to find al I information necessarY for a ProPer evaluation. 

6 .  Interviews easilY tend to be leadin�, therebY distortin� the actual information. 

7 .  Desirable/necessarY information content within a rePort has not Yet been discussed 

deePlY enou�h. 

8 .  Information content has not been structured and classed to Permit a more rational 

handlin�. 

9 .  Or�anizational and Practical difficulties affectin� immediate follow UP of an event. 

10. No real co-ordination between countries of rePortin�, and almost no co-ordination 

between different �rouPs/or�anizations within a countrY. 

One conclusion can be drawn from the above: UFO "research" lacks an effective 

and scientific instrument for collection and analYsis of UFO rePorts. 

The reason for this maY be that the UFO Phenomena covers most scientific disciPiins. 

Also there is a lan�ua�e barrier, different motives for interest in the Phenomena. etc. 

To come to �riPs with this situation the fol lowin� has been done: 

1. The creation of a rePortin� network on a local, national and international level. 

2. A classification sYstem has been created coverin� Potential information existin� 

in tYPical rePorts. 

3 .  An educational sYstem has been introduced to �ive field investi�ators necessarY 

trainin� for Proper and scientific work. 

4 .  The develoPment of a comPuter sYstem for re�istration and analYsis of collected 

information. 

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

Because is is necessarY to collect information on a �lobal basis the U. R.D. sYstem 

has been desi�ned accordin�IY and sPlit into the fol lowin� functional units: 

1. Field investi�ators who are resPonsible for the actual investi�ation and document­

ation work. 

2. A national rePort center initiatin� and co-ordinatin� the field investi�ators 

work. This center also does the final comPilation of the rePort. 

3 .  An international center which receives al I the uncoded rePorts and which is resPonsi­

ble for comPuter re�istration and analYsis. 

Investi�ation and research bY sPecialists are initiated bY the national center in 

co-oPeration with the field investi�ator. 
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In some countries it maY be Practical to further subdivide into 

seParate re�ions. The resPonsibilitY for initiation and follow-uP then 

rests uPon the re�ional centers. DePendin� on Personal and other res­

ources this basic structure can, however, be modified to achieve maximum 

Possible efficiencY. 

INFORMATION DISTORTION 

A transfer of information is likelY to distort it in one waY or 

another. This distortion can be so severe that it becomes extremelY difficult to dis­

cover the ori�inal information. It can even haPPen that the distortion is taken for 

information. 

In anaiYzin� and documentin� an UFO event we find three critical transfers of 

information: 

1. When the Phenomena was observed: 

What did actual IY haPPen and how did the observer interPret it? To be able to 

clarifY this to some extent one must also trY to �et some knowled�e about the observer 

and his caPabilities in such a situation. 

2.  When the observer is questioned: 

It has been noticed that the observer often lacks adequate exPressions for what has 

been observed. Besides, the reference sYstem of the observer is different from that of 

the field investi�ator. 

3 .  When the observation is documented: 

Transferrin� a series of events into static Pictures alwaYs means that some informa­

tion wil I be lost. Furthermore the investi�ator may have misunderstood details in the 

observers narrative and maY also have difficulties in describin� the Phenomena. 

The first of the Possible distortions maY be difficult to come to �riPs with desPite 

its vital role. The second and third Possibilities are easier to eliminate, therebY 

minimizin� total distortion. 

One waY to do this is to train field investi�ators and develoP rePort forms and 

investi�ation techniques esPecial IY suited to this tYPe of work. Furthermore, field 

investi�ators should work two and two to�ether when anaiYzin� and documentin� an UFO 

event. 

STRUCTURIZATION OF INFORMATION 

For it to be Possible, and meanin�ful, to store and rational IY handle al I vital infor­

mation about an UFO event, the information must be structured careful IY. Such an effort 

wil I also simPlifY field work. Within Project U. R. D. this is one of the basic features 

and allows us to handle a lar�e amount of information, Per rePort, with �reater ease than 

ever before. 

Two different PrinciPles have been used for the structurin� of information bits: 

1. With resPect to information. 
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2 .  With resPect to time. 

The first concePt allows us to divide al I information into seParate �rouPs. This 

simPlifies both the rePort form desi�n and comPuter file desi� as wel I as the work in 

the field. 

In the second concePt we have adoPted a new waY of lookin� at an UFO event. It is, 

hereby , Possible to make computer aided analYsis of events to see if different events 

mi�ht be caused bY the sam e Phenomenon. This als o allows us to make detailed comPuter 

aided studies of the behaviour of a Phenomena relatin� different manoeuvers to chan�es 

in sPeed' colour etc. In doin� this we may be able to secure definite Patterns of 

behaviour that mi�ht lead to some classification of the nature of the UFO Phenomenon. 

With re�ard to information the fol lowin� classification has been done: 

A. Time of occurence and or�anizational identitY. 

B. Location sPecifications. 

C. Observer information. 

D. Static information about the Phenomena. 

E. Behaviour of the Phenomena. 

It is worth notin� that this also allows us to document and studY cases where more 

than one object and or observer is involved. 

With this basic structure all detailed information is classed. For Practical 

reasons, information Pieces have been assi�ned limits of value rather than attemPtin� 

to store definite values. It is verY seldom that Precise numerical values can be 

secured with a hi�h de�ree of accuracY. At this Phase of research it is not necessarY 

with such detailed information. 

Furthermore, the PrinciPle o f  square law has been aPPlied when assi�nin� limits to 

the actual values. Thus we aPProach the waY in which the human senses work and minimize 

possible errors. 

COMPUTER SYSTEM 

The comPuter sYstem of Project U.R.D. was desi�ned with the usa�e of an on- line 

data base sYstem in mind. Combined with sPecial IY desi�ned Pro�ram s for comPlex select­

ions this wil I ProPerlY fulfil I its function as a fact access library of rePort abstracts. 

From the be�innin� it has been our aim to use the comPuter as a tool for initial 

rePort analYsis in order to find recurrent Patterns. Also it Provides a fast feedback 

function in the sense that one mi�ht find unexPected recurrent Patterns requirin� chan�es 

in investi�ation methods. 

The information structure lends itself easilY to comPuter stora�e on anY media. 

However, one should avoid usin� cards mainlY because theY do not Permit the fast 

hand I in� which wil I be necessarY when the number of rePorts increases. 

For the time bein� taPes are used to store rePort abstracts, and disc Packs are 

used for information Processin�. The actual comPuter is an IBM 37 0/165 with facilities 
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for Plott in� and telecommunications. As the economic situation onlY Permits a temPorarY 

solution, comPuter usa�e wil I b e  restricted to re�istration and some statistics. L ater, 

the taPe files wil I b e  converted and the sy stem exPanded into its ful I concePt. 

L ocal comPuter files are of course a Possib ilitY and this has b een discussed durin� 

the desi�n Phase. However, al I rePorts should b e  stored at one site, otherwise Process­

in� of the total amount of information wil I b e  almost imPossib le due to communication 

Prob lems. Even if onlY one comPuter is b ein� used, al I P articiPatin� or�anizations have 

equal Possib ilities of access to the stored rePorts. Uti lization of the comPuter sYstem 

is, of course, b ased on a non-Profit concePt. The comPut er handlin� resPonsib ility , 

in this case, lies with the or�anization located at the comPuter site. N o  or�anization 

havin� this resPonsib ility , has anY ri�ht to stoP anY memb er within the Project from 

utilizin� the comPlete file.l 

Source: AFU NEWSLETTER (Archives for UFO Research) - Sweden. 

FURTH ER N OTES ON U. R . D. By Anders Liljegren 

On M aY 25 , 1973 , memb ers of three Stockholm UFO �rouPs sent inquiries to several 

other Scandinavian �rouPs concernin� the id ea of a comm on workin� PartY. This met with 

Positive resPonses from several �roups, ParticularlY those Swedish �rouPs which had not 

associated with the UFO-Sweden or�anization <created just three Years earlier> . The 

idea was formalized at a meetin� in Stockholm when the Project U.R.D. was institut ed to 

pool resources on data collection and to work out a common educational Pro�ram for 

investi�ators. A comm on definition of UFO Phenomena was accePted. 

Durin� 1973 -74 work Proceeded on the educational Packa�e and a sYstematic 7 Pa�e 

rePort form, aimed at comPuter studies. The nucleus of the U.R.D. team in Stockholm were 

activelY workin� with comPuters and so, from the start, the Project was heavilY st ructured 

to suit data analYsis. An educational loose-leaf b inder <The U.R.D. b lue b ook), comPrisin� 

some 7 0  Pa�es Plus rePort forms, b ooklets from the weather b ureau, etc, was readY b Y  1974 . 

Many U.R.D. courses were held in 1974 -75 to train 100 Potential investi�ators, ParticularlY 

in �ivin� true rePresentations of UFO events on the U.R.D. fo r ms. 

In J ulY 19 75 U.R.D. was formalized as a PrivatelY financed foundation, the "Inter­

national U.R.D. F oundation." The foundation is ruled b Y  a six-headed b oard of direc tors. 

There was stil 1 ,  however, a lack of interest from field investi�ators outside of the 

major towns of Stockholm and Gothenb ur�. UFO- Swed en, the national UFO or�anization had 

started its own chain of field investi�ators which worked mainlY to feed this or�anization 

with data for Pub lication in their ma�azine. At least as concerns the numb er of rePorts 

and �eo�raPhical sPread UFO-Sweden was the more successful �rouP. TheY declined anY co­

oPeration with U.R.D. the attitude b ein� that U.R.D. was an unnecessarY duPlication of 

efforts. This PolicY sti lI remains in 198 1 desPite chan�es in UFO- Sweden leader­

shiP. 

In 19 74 a heavY concentration of UFO events occurred just north of 

Stockholm which Provided U.R.D. with some 100 raw rePorts, incidents 

which so far have not b een documented to the �eneral PUb lic. I nvesti­

�ations in the area were carried out in close co-oPeration with the 

mi litarY. Amon� the more b izarre was one classic "ab duction" case, 

investi�ated under hYPnosis b Y  one of Sweden
'

s leadin� hYPnosis experts. 
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In 19 76 U. R. D. extended its interest to Finland in co-or dination with Finnish 

ufolo�ists. Members of the team have tr avel led to many countries "trYin� to sel I "  the 

concePt. Harald Thuresson and Bjarn e Hak ansson visited HYnek in 1976 and 1979 , resPec­

tivelY. Thuresson also went to Texas <Project Starli�ht International> and Hak ansson 

saw Dr J acques Val lee. Besides voYa�es and Pr esentations within Scandinavia, U. R. D. 

was activelY rePr esented at the BUFORA conference in Au�ust 1979 , wher e Bertil Kuhlemann 

�ave his views and U. R. D. 
'

s viewPoints to the work in� PartY on inter national standards 

of UFO investi�ation. U. R. D. was �iven a Positive write-uP bY Canadian ufot o�ist David 

Haisel I .  The Project was rePresented at the London conference in May , 19 8 1. 

Today , ParticularlY since the Gothenbur� �roup decided to disen�a�e fr om active 

field research in 1978 , it seems that Project U. R. D. is too much of an armchair Project 

r ack in� the back uP of a national �rouP of PeoPle active and interested in docu mentin� 

daY-to-daY field investi�ations. U. R. D. maY be a tool for UFO r esear ch but has met with 

�r eat scePticism in Sweden
'

s ufolo�y world, m� I Y  because of the lar�e amount of data in 

the questionnaire - re�arded bY manY as too ambitions a work in�-level for todaYs sPar e 

time work ers - also the aPPar ent PrePonder ance for comPuter-adjusted "technolo�ical" 

information wher e manY feel that the need for resear ch maY be mor e aPPar ent on the 

PSYcholo�icai - PsYchic side of the UFO Puz z le. Be that as it may , Personal IY I feel that 

every line of "attack " on those mYster ious UFOs should be tr ied out and that, seen from 

an international PersPective, U. R. D. may Pr ove to be a useful tool. 

REFEREN CES ON U. R. D. 

Bertil Kuhlemann: Some reflections on UFO r ese arch and inter national co- oPeration. 

J ournal UFO Vol. 2 N o. 1 PP. 22-23 . 

David A Haisel 1 :  The fir st London International UFO Con�ress 26-27 Au�ust 19 79 . 

J ournal UFO Vol. 1 N o. 3 PP. 12- 20.1 

PRO J ECT U . R . D .  REPORT No . 1 Characteristics of a UFO report file . 

This report contains more than 100 pages of computer output, obtained when analyzing 
the u . R . D .  file of J une 1978 with the statistical program package SPSS . { The report form 
used by U . R . D .  is unusually rich in details} . 

The report can be ordered from : 

International U . R . D .  Foundation, 
Box 454 , S- 10 1 26 Stockholm 
SWEDEN . 

Please enclose a check for US $ 15 ,  payable to "International u . R . D .  Foundation, 
Sweden . " 
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'A N G E L ' S  H A I R ' 
MYTH OR REAL ITY ? 

By Keith Basterfield 

( Co -ordinator o f  
the Aus t r al i an Centre for UFO Studies ) 

(MUFON Cont inent al Co-ordinator fo r 
Aus t r al ia an d New Ze aland)  

Th e term " Ange l h a i r "  des c r ibes a " web- l ike " s ubs tance wh ich has been seen on o r  
fal l ing t o  the gro und . Somet imes a fa l l  o f  th is s ubs tan ce is pre ceeded b y  a n  Un i dent i fied 
F lying Obj e ct being reported . 

At o the r t imes the " web " i s  obs e rved without the pres e n ce o f  any assoc iated UFO . 
The mat e r i al i s  s a i d  to pos s e s s  unus ual prope rt i e s ,  mainly its abi lity to " disappear" 
wi th in a short period of t ime . Some proponents o f  th e extra- terrestrial hypothe s i s  l ink 
it in some nebulous way to the propul s ion systems o f  spaceships . Others , be ing mo re down 
to earth, s ugge s t  that the r e  i s  nothing unus ual in fal l s  o f  th i s  s ubstanc e . The exp lana­
t ion i s  merely GON ( good o ld nature ) and it can al l be expla ined away as spide rs' web . 

Who i s  r i gh t ?  

T h e  purpos e  o f  th i s  art i c l e  is t o  explore t h e  avai lable evidence f o r  th e reader to 
dec ide . 

I n  preparing th is art i c l e  I col l ected, and s tudied, over s ixty re ferences to a 
" f i l amen t " or " web- l i k e "  s ub s tance from al l over the wo rl d wh i ch have be en a s sociated with 
the UFO phenomena o r  cons idered as an apparently abno rmal event . 

AN OVERV I EW 

Let us f i r s t  review the h istory o f  " angel hair . " One o f  th e f i r s t  ufologi s ts to 
draw our attent i on to the s ub j ect was A ime Michel ( l ) in the mid 19 5 0 s  fo l lowing the 
spectac u l ar French episodes o f  19 5 2  and 1 9 54 . Mich e l  des cribed the clas s ic angel ha i r  
o v e r  the towns o f  Ol o ron a n d  Ga i l l ac in F ran ce in October 19 5 2 .  Several h undred people 
obs e rved unus ual obj ects in the s ky f rom which a trail o f  mate r i al s l owly fel l  to th e 
ground . For a few hours the go s s amer h ung over t re e s ,  wires and roo fs . I f  ro l led in th e 
hands the mat e r i a l  s ub l imed and dis appe ared . When i gnited f ibres burnt l ike cel lophane . 
Fren ch entomo lo g i s ts we re quick to labe l the ep isodes as spiders' web . 

Miche l repl ied that it was ' 'A far fet che d exp lanat ion ; and wors e than fal s e  - abs urd ; 
fo r it forgets one point ; the f ibres dis integrated in s everal hours at mos t .  I have never 
obs e rved that go s s ame r d i s integrates in s uch a manner . "  He was content to ask " . . .  does 
ther e  e x i s t  any natural spe c t ac l e  wh i ch coul d pos s ibly be con fo unded wi th the one here 
des c r ibed twi c e  over the s ame wea l th of con cordant detai l s ?  For my part I can con ceive o f  
none . " 
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Th e n atural spider web hypothe s i s  was also attacked in an 
art i c l e by Sharp ( 2) who analy s e d  29 g loba l cases to that date . 
Unfortun ate ly the source - Fly ing S au cer Review - omitted to print 
Sharp ' s  tab l e  1 wh ich l is ted the 29 cas es so we are unable to doub le 
che ck h is work . However ,  h e  s tated in the text that " Ange l hair 
tends to o c cur in Spring an d Aut umn with October be ing espe cially 
favoured . "  He also rais es the intere s t ing point - " I f  the places 
where the phenomenon was reported are examined by l at i tude it is 
foun d that al l the cases occur in a belt o f  lat itude 20

° 
wide centred 

on 3 7
° 

no rth or so uth . " 

Sha rp ' s  con c l us ions we re ( 1 ) " At present th ere is ins u f f i c ient 
evidence to fu lly explain all aspects of the phenomenon . " ,  and ( 2) 
" . . .  anyone attempt ing to provide an exp l anation altern ative to cob­
webs mus t , at th e s ame t ime , expl ain the unus ual tempo ral and 
geograph i cal d i s t r ibution o f  the phenomenon , "  and l as t ly , " on th e 

oth er h and the cobweb pun dits mus t  exp l ain tho s e  propert ies o f  the hair that are not l i ke 
thos e  o f  webs and , mos t  impo rtantly o f  all , exp lain why UFOs are s een in a high perc ent age 
o f  angel hair cases . "  

The be l i e f  that UFOs an d f i l ament were connected was promulgat e d  through popular 
books an d art i c l e s  in magaz ines . B i n der ( 3 ) popu l ar i s ed th is be l i e f when he s tate d  
" Th e  ang e l h a i r  h ad o ften been touch e d  and even gathered fo r later analys is , but i t  a lways 
' evapor at e d ' o r  o th e rwide dis int eg rated swi ft ly be fore re aching a l aboratory . "  Later he 
said " Th e  pattern o f  unearthly phenomena as soc i ate d with UFOs goes in other direct ions 
bes i des h uman react ions . One of th e oddes t mys t eries is the s o  c al l ed angel hair s e emi ngly 
d ropped at t imes by s auce rs fly ing o ve rhead . . .  " A photograph l abe l l ed " Angel Hair as 

Seen Un de r  a M i cros cope " go es with h i s  text . 

At the reque s t  o f  the Un ited States Air For c e  in 1 9 6 9  the Un i vers ity o f  Colo rado 
pub l ished a r eport containing a smal l s ection tit led " Material A l l egedly Depos ited by UFOs . "  
In a ch apter headed " Di r e ct Phys ical Eviden ce " by Roy C ra i g , Phd ( phys ical chemi s t ry )  , 
C raig ( 4 ) reviewed the l i te rature to th at date an d s umma r i s ed the des cribed propert ies o f  
ange l ha i r . One s amp l e  o f  a dry wh ite power was analys e d  by the Condon s tudy , but was 
con c l uded to be the res idue o f  a common ly us ed ho us e paint . C ra ig did not review cas es 
or attempt an alys is of reports b ut , nonethe les s ,  f inished the s ection with the obs e rvat ion : 
" Few r e cent UFO r eports have ( s i c )  involved material o f  the ' angel ha i r ' type . "  

However C raig rel at e s  th at Rich ard H a l l  ( th en o f  N I CAP ) had in 1 9 64 in " Th e  UFO 
Evide nc e " s tated that many ange l h a i r  cases were in fact webs f rom ballooning spiders . 

In the 1 9 7 0 s  we f in d  that repo rts h ave de creas e d . In the decade 1 9 5 0 - 59 I col l e cted 
33 c as es , between 1 9 60 - 6 9  17 cas es b ut on ly 6 for the years 1 9 7 0 - 79 . 

I t  wou l d  appear that ange l ha i r  c as es a re a th ing o f  the p as t . 

Hendry ( 5 )  adv i s es th at " Un fo rtunate ly , on the rare occas s ions wh en the material has 
been ch emical ly ana lys e d , the res ults h ave always been commonp l ace , "  an d bemoan e d  the fact 
th at a report h e  h ad o f  a du l l  s i lver round obj e ct dropping wh ite f i l aments , turn e d  out 
to be co agu l at e d  s t rands o f  spiders ' web . 

Andersen ( 6 ) des c rib e d  a who l e  area o f  l and in Wes t  Jut lan d , Denmark , wh i ch was 
covered by mat e ri al fa l l ing from the s ky . It cons isted o f  l i gh t , thin fibro us th reads 
in long s t r ands wh ich we re wh i t e  in co lour . He was informed that the threads evapo rated 
wi th in a very short t ime - th is was later found to mean it dis integrated when h e l d  in h an d .  
Some speculat e d  that i t  was radar j amming mate r i al , others that i t  came from a fire , an 
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o i l  s l ick, spiders ' web o r  f rom a UFO . 

The authorat i ve " Ency clopedia o f  UFOs " ( Story ) ( 7 )  s tates : " it is obvious th at, 
in many cas e s ,  the s ubs tance has been noth ing but cobwebs spun by ba l loooning spider s , " 
b ut l at er adds , " . . .  the re are some s urpris ing reports on record wh i ch cause one to 
s uspend f inal j udgement . "  However,  two out o f  three c as e s  quoted at length des cribe 
obs e rv at io ns o f  cobweb l ike mat e r i al with no as s o c i at e d  UFOs , whi ch caus es one to s uspe ct 
th at the re aren ' t  many we l l  documented UFO re lat ed web fal l s  i f  th is en cy c lope di a could 
on ly come up with one . 

With thes e comments in mind we wil l now t ake a look at some o f  the actual repo rts 
b e fo r e  p ro c e eding to an aly s e  them . H e re I mus t  reco rd my th anks to John Burford, whos e  
co l l e ct ion o f  f i l ament c as es h a s  been heavily drawn o n  i n  produc ing s ummaries o f  th e 
cas es . 

THE EVENTS 

The re h ave been some ext reme ly o l d  cases unearthe d  by res e a rch ers . Examples o f  
the s e  are : - ( 8 )  

Octob e r  1 ,  6 7 9 ,  Nan iwa ( now Os aka ) J apan 

Cotton- like matte r, abo ut 5 - 6  feet long , fel l over J apan and dri ft e d  in the wind . 

Octobe r  1 4 ,  1 77 9  Os aka J apan 

A s ubs tan ce muc h  l ike a spider ' s  web fe l l  f rom a c le a r  windles s s ky ove r  the s uburbs o f  
Yodogaua an d Tenno j i .  Many fibres w a ft e d  up again, but s ome rema ined on the groun d .  

i'� 
··�---.. ,, ••••.. -�h�ftt?":J:, . 
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Spiders ' Web 

GUNDAGAI NSW 1 96 9  

Photographed by: M r  W .  L .  Hassack 
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The fibres res emb led 
spiders ' gos samer 
but were much th icker 
and evapo rat e d  when 
touche d .  Th ey fel l  
from noon t i l l 2 p . m .  

July 1 5, 1 7 9 3, 

Tokyo J apan 

Light showers of wh ite 
"hair " 33 - 3 8  inches 
long fel l . 

( Un fo rtunately not 
much doc ument at ion 
exists on th ese o l d  
cas es ) . 
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1 8 8 1 , Mi lwauke e Wise . USA 

A general fal l o f  w eb appea re d  to come from a g reat h e i ght . The s tran ds were f rom 2 
feet to s everal rods in l ength . I n  al l instances the webs were s t rong in texture an d 
ve ry wh i t e . The re was no ment ion o f  the pres ence o f  spiders . 

1 9 14 ,  F a r  No rth o f  South Aus t ral i a  

Mr E .  c .  F inn , now o f  Ade l ai de, des c ribed a s ubs tance wh i ch floated in on a steady l i ght 
south-wes t b reez e .  P ie ces o f  i t  we re 6 - 9 inches long an d f e l l  to e arth , di so �ving 

within minutes , l eaving no trace . At the t ime the concensus was that th e s ubs tan c e  
w a s  a n  atmosph e r i c  fungus . 

1 9 20 , Grace P l ains Aus tra l i a  ( l l )  

Fences , pos ts , trees and this t le s  wer e  a l l  hung with gos s ame r  l ike s t reamers fo r the 
air was fu l l  of them . On inspect ion of one on a po s t  top , a smal l ,  fat , round spider 
was foun d .  

I t  c an b e  s een from the s e  s i x examples prio r  t o  1 9 4 7  th at there was no mention o f  
un ident i fi e d  fly ing ob j e ct s at a l l  but s treamers , web o r  s ubs tance o n ly . 

Moving on to 19 5 2  we have the clas s i c cases wh i ch are c ons tantly r e f erred to in 
the UFO l i teratu re as genuine ang e l  hair event s , and would be regarded as the " pe r fect " 
ange l h a i r  episodes . 

Octobe r 1 7 , 1 9 5 2 ,  Olo ron Fran ce ( 12)  

On a c l ear cloud l e s s  day the P r igent f amily s aw :  - " In the north , a cottony c loud of 
s trange shape was f loat ing agains t  the b lue sky . Above it a long narrow cy l in de r , 
apparent ly incl ined at a 4 5

° 
angl e , was s lowly moving in a s trai gh t  line towards the 

south -we s t . I e s t imated its a l t itude as 2 or 3 k i lomet res . The ob j e ct was wh it ish , 
non- l uminous , and very d i s t i n ct ly de fined . A s o rt o f  plume o f  wh ite smoke was e s c aping 
f rom its upp e r  end . At some d i s t an c e  in front of the cy l inde r , about 3 0  o ther ob j e cts 
wer e  fo l l owing the s ame t ra j e ctory . To the n aked eye they appe ared as feature l e s s  bal l s  
r e s emb l ing pu f fs o f  smoke . But w ith t h e  h e l p  o f  opera g lasses i t  was pos s ib l e  t o  make 
out a central red sphere s urrounded by a sort o f  y e l lowish ring incl ined at an angle . "  
The ang l e , ac co rding to Mr P rigent , " was s uch as to conceal almo s t  ent i re ly the lower 
part o f  the cent r al sph e re : wh i l e  reveal ing its upper s ur face . These ' s aucers ' moved 
in pa i r s , fo l lowing a broken path ch aracterised in general by rapid and s hort z i gzags . 
Wh en two s auce rs drew away from one anoth er a whi t i sh s t reak , l i ke an e l e ct ri c  arc , was 
p roduced betwe en th em . 

Al l the s e  s t ran ge ob j e cts l e ft an abun dant trail beh ind them , wh i ch s low ly fel l to the 
ground as i t  dispe r s ed . Fo r s everal hours cl umps o f  i t  hung in the t rees , on the 
t e lephone wires and on the roo fs of th e hous es . "  

Mich e l  desc ribed the fibres as res emb ling wool or ny lon . Wh en ro l le d  into a bal l , they 
rapidly bec ame g e l at i nous , then s ub l imed in the air and dis appeare d .  Teach ers i gnited 
fibres wh ich b urne d  l ike c e l loph an e . Doz ens of people witnes s ed thi s  e vent . 
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October 27 , 1 9 5 2, Gai l l ac F ranc e  ( 1 3 )  

I n  thi s  s ight in g  dozens o f  peopl e vi ewed ident ical obj ects to thos e  s een a t  Olo ron . 
The r e  was a long pl umed cy l inder in cl ined at 4 5

° 
amids t  a s co re o f  s auce rs . The on ly 

di f f e ren ce to Oloron was that some pairs o f  s aucers o ccas ional ly des cended quite low, 
about 3 0 0  - 4 0 0  met res . Th e spectacle las ted fo r about 20 minut es be fore cigar an d  
s auce r  shaped UFOs d i s appea red ove r  th e horizon . 

Mas s es o f  wh ite thr e ad fe l l ,  even a ft e r  the ob j e cts h ad gone . Fibres became ge lat i nous , 
s ub l imed then dis app e are d . 

Victo r i a, Aus t ra l i a, s aw a ve ry inte res t ing event in Octobe r  1 9 5 3  wh en a UFO ( 14/ l )  
was s een overhead dis charging a wh ite t rail be fore dis appearing at g re at spe e d .  The 
wh i t e  s ub s t an c e  f lo at e d  gent ly to the earth an d s ett led on wi res , t rees , walls et c . , an d 
was foun d to cons i s t  o f  s t ran ge sh iny fil aments s imi l ar to spiders ' web . The s ubs t an ce 
vapo ur i s e d  c omplet e ly an d dis appe ared with in a few minutes . Howeve r ,  it i s  s t ated th at 
some of the s e  f i l aments are s t i l l  pres erved in a c ont ainer , an d h ave ch anged litt le in 
20 y ears . Th e UFOIC account s ays they shrank from 3 inches to a � inch leaving no 
res i due . A chemi cal an alys i s  showe d  them to be li teral ly boro s i l i c ate glas s  ( a  form o f  
g la s s  woo l ) cont aining boron, s i l i con, magnes i um and c al c ium with traces o f  oth er e l ement s . 

M .  H e rvey ( 1 4 / 3 )  r eport s an eve nt at 3 . 5 0 p . m . on Octob e r  9 ,  19 5 3 ,  wh i ch o ccurre d  
at Caul f i e l d ,  Me lbourn e ,  Victo r i a . I t  con ce rns a M r  John An de rson who wh i ls t  cyc l ing s aw 
a s i l ken thread curving to the roadway . Inve s t igation showe d it to be a grey-wh ite, 

c obweb- l ike f i l ament . The th read had a tendency to be come wrinkl ed as th in woo l len 
threads do, an d on han d l ing rapidly dis inte grat e d  unt i l  no trace was l e ft .  

Apparent ly th i s  event i s  des c ribe d  in an Aus t ra l i an magaz ine ac compan i e d  by a ( 1 4/2) 
pho to graph . The des c r ipt ion carried is : -

" In re cent y ears o n ly a few UFO repo rts re fer to a fi l amento us s ubs t ance ' an ge l ' s  
h a i r ' h avi ng been s e en fa l l ing from the s ky a ft e r  a f ly ing s aucer h ad pas s e d  over . . .  
I n  th e earl i e r  report o f  O ct ober 1 9 5 3, over Victo ri a, a s ampl e  was re covered and made 
ava i l abl e for labor atory an alys is . The examinat ion reve a l e d  that th e s ubstance cons isted 
of a nylon- l ike amo rpho us mas s with t races of magnes ium, cal c i um, boron and s i l i con . 
Since then the original mat e r i al ,  wh i ch was kept in an a i r- t i ght co nt ainer,  sh rank from 
th re e f eet to a mere h a l f inch without res idue . "  

S ix month s l at e r  on May 1 2, 1 9 64 ( 1 5 )  Shepparton, V icto r i a  w as th e s cene o f  yet 
anoth er fall . He rvey s t at e s : -

" Mr Ramon Es t rada, o f  Sh epparton, repo rt ed th at 
h appe n e d  to s ee s i lk- l ik e  th reads f lo at i ng down f rom 
s t ran ds o f  th i s  mat e r i a l  s ai l i ng no rth . The ave rage 
feet . At 4 . 3 0 p . m .  the re was a s imilar occurrence,  
doub l e d .  

at 4 p . m . o n  May 1 2, 19 54 , h e  
the s ky .  H e  also saw s everal long 
length o f  thes e s tran ds was th i rty 
only th e numb e r  o f  thr eads was 

M r  E s t rada gath e re d some o f  th e s e  f i l aments an d although they became wrink led, they 
did not dis integrat e . In an a i r  t i ght container he s ent a s ampl e  o f  th is mys te rious 
s ub s tan ce to th e h e adqua rt e rs of the AFSB wh ich, in its s ubs equent repo rt, s ai d  that 
the s ubs tan ce was pure white in co lour , s i lky in format ion, though h arder in texture . 
I t  was o do ur l es s ,  warm to the to uch l ike cotton, and di ffe rent from cobweb s wh i ch ,  
a f t e r  a t ime , a r e  s t i cky an d grey . 

A mi cro s copic examination reveal e d  a mas s fo rmation o f  uni form threads o f  a ve ry 
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Spiders ' Web 

ALBURY Vie . May, 1 974 . 

fine type . A comparison with the micro ­
s copi c  analy s i s  o f  cobwebs showed that 
the Shepparton filaments were co ars e r . 
There was some resembl ance to wh ite raw 
s i lk or e ven nylon . The " cosmic s il k "  was 
h ighly s us cept ib le to th e dis inte grat ing 
action of the atmo sphe re and the s ample 
h ad to be kept in a t i gh tly closed container . 

The s ubstance did not dis solve in wate r . 
A t e s t  in a strong caus t i c  soda solut ion 
c aus ed the matte r to dis appear momentari ly . 
I t  burned rapidly l e aving no sme l l  or ash 
unl ike woo l ,  cotton, s i lk o r  cobwebs . The 
thre ads we re not s t i cky or o i l y ,  but dry . 
L i ke s i lk they s tretched eas ily at the ends 
as little hairs we re det ached from th e 
spoo l . The mos t  impo rt ant characteris t i c  
was the length o f  t h e  o rig inal s trands 
coming down from the s ky wh i ch averaged 
thirty feet . " 

As you wil l obs erve the above account 
was repo rted by on ly one person an d does not 
re fe r to a UFO at a l l . 

Photographed by : Kevin Dixon 
In Aus t ra l i a  we h ave yet to t ake a 

s er io us look at the Augus t 6 ,  1 9 6 1 fal l 
at Meekath a rr a  WA, or the fall on June 6 ,  19 6 2 ,  at Caroda NSW . 

Augus t 6 ( 5 ? ) , 1 96 1 , Meekath arra, WA 

Twe lve round obj e ct s  moving in pairs were s ighted by ten independent wi tnes s es moving 
general ly no rth to south . Th ey l e ft a wh ite t rail of s t reamers wh i ch crumbled and dis ­
appea re d  when picked up . The s i l ve ry ,  round ob j e cts pas s ed over at regu l ar intervals 
betwe en 8 . 20 an d 9 . 1 5 a . m .  No ai rcraft or met bal loons h ad been in the area . 

J une 6 ,  1 96 2 ,  C aro da, NSW 

At 1 1 . 20 a . m .  in a c loudl e s s  s ky res i dents o f  C aroda s aw an ob j e ct res emb ling a very 
b ri l l i ant s tar cl imb ing s lowly to an al t itude s l i ght ly south o f  th e zenith ,  whe re it 
became too smal l to be s een . 

A few mi nut es l at e r  a s e cond s i l ve ry g lobe was obs e r ved t rave ll ing f rom the no rth , then 
in an arc wh i ch brough t it overh ead . After complet ing a c irc le it hove red for 1 0  s e conds , 
then move d o f f  to the s outh - e a s t  unt i l  los t from view about 3 0

° 
south-east . O f  a l l  th e 

obj ects s een th is was the b e s t  de fined en abl ing its circu l ar out l ine to be obs erved and 
d i s t ingu ished f rom that o f  an ai rc r aft . 

Lat e r  a th ird obj ect appea red r e s embl i ng the first and fo l lowing a s imi l a r  route . Then 
anoth e r  ve ry smal l s pe ck of l i ght became vis ibl e  to the wes t . I t  appe are d  to l e ave a 
trail o f  sh iny ,  web - l ike f i l aments wh i ch gradually dis int e g rated as they dri ft e d  thro ugh 
the ai r .  Two oth er obj ects fo l lowe d  very h i gh in th e sky and we re on ly vis ibl e  fo r a 
short wh i l e . 
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A hazy m i s t  o f  l ight th reads s eemed t o  f i l l  the s ky . T ra ces o f  s i lve ry th reads , some as 
long as 5 feet , with a fine ny l on like texture we re obs e rve d dis int e g rat ing s low ly . 

The Me ekath a rra an d C aroda events r epo rt a numb e r  o f  UFOs whi ch dis charged filaments 
th at reached the g ro un d or near g round and are as c l ass i c  in th is respect as the Gail lac 
o r  Oloro n  events we re in F ran ce in 19 5 2 . 

; 

19 68 b rought a " f lap " of repo rts o f  angel h ai r  from my home s t ate o f  South Aus t ra l i a .  
The re we r e  a t  l e as t  four indi vi dually repo rted fal l s  i n  May o f  that y ear . On th e 11th 
th e l awns o f  the mat e rn ity wing o f  th e Sol dier ' s  Memo rial hospit a l ,  Peterbo rough ,  res em­
b l e d  ( 18 )  a s i lken mat a fte r a fall o f  web . Mr Frank Fos ter repo rte d  that the web formed 
at 3 p . m .  but dis appe ared overn ight . He obs e rve d h undreds o f  spiders in the web . 

On the s ame day at B rinkl ey ( 19 )  near Murray B r i dge web- like s trands up to a ch ain long 
float e d  down l ike s now on a farm be lon ging to Mr R .  A .  Kennett . He s a id it was s imi lar 
to asbes tos rope of pen cil wi dth wh i ch s tuck to s o i l  and twi gs . 

A l s o  some t ime in May web res embl ing " f ine woven co tto n "  was s een on a lawn at 
Ch e ltenh am ( 20 ) , an Ade l a i de s ub urb, and p i e ces o f  s ubs t an ce were pi cked up o f f  th e 
G lene lg go l f  cou rs e . ( 21 )  

Mr V .  H .  Mi n ch arn  o f  th e South Aus t ra l i an mus e um  i dent i f i e d  s ampl es as being spiders ' 
web and a l l  four S outh Aus t r a l i an fal l s  can be att ribut ed to th is . 

Repo rts o f  an ge l h ai r  de c l ined during th e 19 70s but a spe ct ac ular reo c currence 
h appened over Wes t Jut l an d, Denmark on S eptembe r  20 , 19 79 ( 22) . Who l e  are as of land were 
cove re d  in a s t ran ge mate rial whi ch f e l l  f rom the s ky . I t  w as des cribed as being a h i gh ly 

s t icky s ub s t an ce cons i s t ing o f  l i gh t ,  th in wh ite fib rous th re ads h e ld t ogethe r in long 
s t ran ds an d varying in s iz e  f rom sma l l  pie ces to g reat ch unks as b i g  as a footb a l l . I t  

w a s  s ai d  to e vaporat e  w i th i n  a ve ry short t ime . 

Was th is then the t ru e  an ge l ' s  h a i r ?  

S ampl es we re obt a i n e d  b y  a Dan ish UFO group, SUFO I ,  and i t  turned out th at th e 
mat e r i al h ad dis inte grated in the h an d  b ut remained es s ent i al ly un changed ove r  s eve ra l 
hours . SUFO I co l l e ct e d s amples the day o f  the f al l .  

T e s t s  carri e d  out o n  th e mat e r i al cl early showed its o rigin . The s ubstan ce was 
ident i fi e d  as spiders ' web . In dependant civil de fens e an alys is showe d it to be made up 
o f  an ima l prot e in . F i n a l ly i t  t urne d out that s ome people h ad in fact foun d spide rs in 
the web . 

Th i s  s i ng le event shows that modern ,  ch emi cal an alys is co uld det e rmine the o rigin 
of the mat e r i al and that in th is i ns t an ce i t  t urn e d  out to be spiders ' web . 

D I SCUS S I ON : 

The 17 r eports we h ave examined h ere are r epres entat i ve o f  mo re th an 60 gathered 
f rom a ll ove r th e wo r ld . As s tated e ar l i er th ere are thos e who ment ion UFOs and thos e 
wh i ch do not . In man y ,  i f  not mos t,  o f  those wh i ch des cribe th e mere finding o f  mat e r i a l ,  
a n  an swer l i e s  in te rres t r i a l  s p i de rs ' web ,  o f  th i s  th ere is l it t l e  doubt , a s  th e 1 9 7 9  
D an is h  e vent shows . 

O f  th e o th e rs wh i ch do de s c r ibe UFOs , wh at p re cis ely oc curred ? B r ie f ly let us 
review the s e  episodes . 
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17 . 10 . 5 2 O loron - Cloudle s s  day . Long n arrow cy linder,  wh ite non- l umi nous inc l ined at 
4 50 s low ly moving in s t ra ight line . In f ront were 30 oth e r  ob j ect ( ba l ls ) moving i n  
rapid short z i gz ags . They l e ft a t rail wh ich f e l l  to earth . Wh i t e  fibres res emb l ing 
woo l /ny lon . When ro l le d  up dis appeared . Burnt l ike cel lophane . 

27 . 10 . 5 2 Gai l lac - Lon g  p l ume d  cyl i nde r incl ined at 4 5
° , s aucers . Mas s e s  o f  whi t e  fib res 

f e l l . D i s appe ared . 

9 . 10 . 5 3 C au l fi e l d - UFO overh ead dis cha rged wh ite trai l . Sh iny fi l ament . Chemi cal 
ana ly s is reve a l e d  boros i l icate g l as s . Vapouri s ed w ith in minut e s . 

6 . 8 . 6 1 Me ekath arra - 12 s il ve r ,  roun d obj ects l e ft a t ra i l  o f  wh ite s t reamers wh i ch 
c rumb led and dis appea red when pi cked up . 

6 . 6 . 6 2 C a ro da - C loudl e s s  s ky ,  s ix ob j e cts , ma i n ly s ilver g lobes s een pas s ing at int erva ls . 
Fourth one l e ft a t rail o f  sh iny web - l ik e  mat e r i a l  whi ch dis inte g rated when dri ft ing 
th rough ai r .  F ine ny lon- l ike t exture . 

As can b e  s een f rom the f i ve " c las s i c "  ang e l  h air c as e s  reviewed here,  th ere s eems 
l it t le doubt o f  the connect ion between the ob j ects obs erve d and the f a l l  o f  threads /  
fibres . None o f  th e f ive reports any spiders an d al l des cribe a n  apparent ly s imi l ar 
s ubs tance - a wh ite f i l ament/ fib re/s t reame r whi ch di s appeared o r  vapouri s ed with in a 
f ew mi nutes . H ave we found genuine angel ' s  h a i r ?  Wel l ,  this is about as fa r as we can go 
on the eviden ce whi ch is ava i l ab l e  to me . 

Looking at th e f i ve events o ne could make o ut a c as e  for Me ekatharra and Caroda 
be ing merely obs ervat ions o f  b al l s  o f  spi ders ' web f lo at ing through th e s ky . You wi l l  
not e  th at p i e c es o f  s p i ders ' web wh i ch fe l l  i n  19 7 9  i n  Denmark were as b ig as a f ootb a l l . 
Also Hen dry h as commented on chunks o f  web be ing obs e rved . The UFO in the Cau l f i e l d  
ac count is not des c ribe d  an d the an a lys is speaks agains t the web theo ry . L acking, 
howeve r, in a l l  thes e  a c co unts from UFO g roups an d books are adequate document ation on 
the cas es . H e avy document at ion e . g . a fu l l  copy of the an alys is per fo rmed in th e 
C aul fiel d cas e , wh ich l aborat o ry ,  wh i ch s c i ent i s ts , e t c . , is miss ing . 

O lo ron and Ga i l l ac i n  France a lone s tan d out as t rue ly mys t e rious . 
Un fortunate l y  even h e re a ful l inves t i gat ion was not condu cted by 
in dependent r e s e a rchers at th e t ime o f  the occurren ces , an d we rely 
h eavily on witne s s es ' perceptions . For ins t ance did the mat e rial 
t rue ly disappear or d i d  it me rely rol l  up an d  break down into very 
fine th re ads and di s i ntegrat e  as in the s piders ' web in De nmark in 
19 7 9 ?  I don ' t  th ink w e  w i l l  e ve r  know the answer t o  th is one . 

Howeve r, unt i l  th ere o c cur a f resh s et o f  eve nts o f  th is type 
wh e re the mat e ri a l  is picked up, co l l ected, s to re d  an d pro fes s ional ly 
an alysed and documente d, with undeniab l e  UFOs wh i ch a re not spi ders ' 
b al l s  o f  web , th ere i s  p re cious l it t l e  phy s i cal evi de n ce wh i ch we 
c an d raw f rom th e cas es wh i ch we have on record s o  fa r .  

Pe rh aps ang e l ' s  h a i r  i s  rea l ly " fa i ry dus t , " more o f  a myth i ca l  powder spread by 
peopl e wish i ng to b e l i eve mo re in mag i c a l ,  mys terious fa i ries th an re al ity . l  
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"ARE WE BE ING WATCHED ? "  " T rue UFO S ightings by Ch ildren 
Around the World . "  

By Janet and Colin Bord . 

A Book Review by Holly Goriss & Russell Boundy . 

Th i s  we ll pres ented h a rd cove r book is , as the tit le s ugges ts , a work aimed at 
ch i l d ren f rom approx imate ly ten years o f  age and upwards . 

I t s  s t raight- forward p re s ent at ion and larger type make for easy reading , whi l e  the 
fine b lack an d wh ite drawings and the reproduct ions o f  actual witness s ket ches wh i ch 
int e rspace th e t ex4 add interes t .  

For youngs t ers who have not previous ly read anyth ing on UFOs th is is an exc e l l ent 
introduct ion to a s ub j e ct wh ich should always be t re ated s er ious ly and in an unb i as ed 
mann e r . 

Th e authors are s e r ious and unb i as ed in the i r  t re atment o f  the UFO lncident s  cont ained 
in th e book an d do not attempt t o  push any f avou rite theory o f  th e i r  own . Ins tead, s everal 
theo r i e s  are pres ent e d  for the reade rs cons i de r at ion in relat ion to the UFO reports . 

In chapte r  6 ,  ent it led " Where Do Th ey Come From? ", mo st of the pres ent ly favoured 
theories re l at i ng to UFOs are expl a i ned ve ry s imply . 

The authors who are wel l known res e archers i n  the Un ited Ki ngdom , g ive some good 
advice on " Wh at To Do I f  You S e e  A UFO " in Ch apte r  7 .  

In a final chapt e r  ent i t le d  " UFO I n fo rmat ion , "  a sho rt l is t ing o f  UFO Groups includes 
two respected Aus t ral i an o rgan i z at ions who cont ributed a number o f  repo rts to the book . 

A l l  in a ll , " Are We B e ing Wat ched" is ni nety s ix pages o f  wo rth wh i l e  reading for 
the young U folog is t .  

"Are We Being Watched ? "  Published by Angus & Robertson (Aust . ) . 
Recommended retail price : $ 1 0 . 95 . 1 

" THE JANOS PEOPLE " '  A c lo s e  encounte r  o f  the fourth kind . - Fran k  Johnson , Nevi l l e 

Spearman , London 1 9 8 0 . H ard cove r 5 poun ds 25 . 

" The J anos Peop l e "  re lates the expe rien ces and reco l l ect ions o f  three adu lts an d two 
ch il dren who on June 1 9 ,  1 9 78 ,  were appar ent ly abduced by a l iens wh ilst t rave l l ing in 
Ox fo rds h i r e , Eng l an d .  

Th e autho r Frank Johnso n  i n  con j unct ion with Geo f frey McCartney , a hypnothe r apis t , 
spent th irteen act ive months i nves tigat i ng the c as e . Th is book pres ents the i r  fin di ngs . 
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The story wh i ch un fo l ded was o f  a c l a s s i c  abduc t ion cas e wh ich contained a s tory 
within a story , for wh i l s t  on boa rd the " sh ip "  the abduc tees were told where th e " people "  
beh ind the abduct ion c ame from, the fat e  wh ich b e f e l l  the ir p l anet and th e re ason fo r 
them be ing h e re . 

In s ummary - the s e  "people " are from a p l anet ca l l ed " J anos . "  They we re fo rced to 
evacuat e  th e i r  wo rld when one o f  its moons broke up and fe l l  onto its surface . Th is 
caused a devas t at ing ch ain react ion to b egin at a nuc lear powe r s t ation . The Jano s 
people now wa it with in our s o l ar sy s t em fo r permis s ion to l and . 

The ent ire book is r eminis cent o f  the cont actee stories o f  the 1 9 5 0 s  except it is 
s et in the 1 9 8 0 s . The event h appened to a man - John, his wife - G lo r i a, John ' s  s i ster -
Fran c es , John and G l o r i a ' s  chi ldren - N at ash a aged five and Tanya aged three . 

The abduction began late one even ing when the family we re trave l l ing by car . 
F i r s t l y ,  they obs erved a brigh t  l i ght in the s ky apparent ly pa c ing the i r  vehic le . It was 
then s een , at much c lo s e r  range, to be a bi- conve x lent icular d is c .  

St ran g e ly at th is point the r e co l le c t ion o f  events goes in two direct ions . The 
fam i ly r ememb e r  t rave l l ing along an unus ual stretch of road wh i ch s eemed " unreal . "  
However ,  unde r hypnos is a t ime l aps e was revea l e d  during wh i ch th e abduct ion oc curre d . 

The family hypno t i cal ly re c al l e d  go ing on board a spacesh ip and be ing med i ca l ly 
examined by the J anos people who provided a det a i l e d  des cript ion, both ve rbal ly an d 
v i s u a l l y ,  o f  the ship an d the ir home p l anet . 

The author ,  wh i l s t  out l ining the expe rien ce from nume ro us int e rviews , does at t imes 
make bo ld int e rpret at ions o f  the det a i l s  given . It is appa rent that he complet e ly 
b e l i eves an abdu c t ion o c cu rred fo r h e  f inishes the book with " An Open Letter to the Janos 
P eopl e . " l 
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CREATURES - 40 PAGES $4. 

D6 PROCEEDINGS OF UFO CONFERENCE 5 - HELD IN CANBERRA, NOVEMBER 29 TO DECEMBER 1 

1 980 - 1 4  PAGES $ 3 . 
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